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‘ When Boxing & Mentoring Connect I

aymond Bettinelli or Coach Ray as he prefers to be caliedhoth the Director and Head CoachB&f i (i A y S £ A ¢
Community Boxing Academy (BCBRay wasdrn ard raisel in Bay Shore, NY. Hise for the sport of boxmg
dates back to when he was 10 years old. His most memorable birthday i
was when he received a pair of Joe Fraizer boxing gloves. Ray has been
insrumental in setting up a number of community based boxing gyms. He
brings over 25 years of experience in training, management and boxing
promotion to his organization.

BCBA is a neprofit organization that is devoted to doing good works in the
community in which they operate. While their vision is to become a beaco
light that will lead others to see the benefit of having a center like BCBA inji
their own community, their mission is to serve their community with a facilityss

that is safe, clean and pralés a positive environment where young people can go and feel a sense of belonging. They
offerwellNR dzy RSR LINPIN} Ya RS&AA3IYySR (G2 KStLI @2dzyd LIS2LX S Y
feel the need to turn to crime, drugs or gang inahent. Their ultimate goal is to be known as a-figdtiged

community center where people can train to stay in shape and benefit from the programs they provide.

BCBA is a youth gym that is centemtboxing and academic achievement. Their boxigo and Self Defense

programs are intended to add structure, discipline and positiveestfem to all who participate in them. Thage in

the process of building computer learning center on their premisesaim effort to offer local youttstate-of-the-art

computer courses. Thayill soonoffer all graduates of theiD.R.1.F.T. (Devotion, Respect, Integrity, Fairness and
Temperanceyouth programafter school tutoring and Graduate Equivalency Diploma assistance.(GEeDprograms

are designed to edude, motivate and inspire youths to become equipped not only physically but academically as well.
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they ale doing to make a difference in their community.

| was able to catch up with Coach Rayhe couldsharewith me his passion for amateur boxiagd how heturned his
passioninto an organization that serves youths. Here is what he had to say:

Sharla: What was the &fining moment in your life that led you to start BCBA?

Coach Raykate in year2001| was brought on to run the boxing youth program at ayarominent PAL center here on
Longlsland. Tie man who hired me at the time was not serious about ogeisy the youth ppgram as much as he wa
in trying to develop his ownrpfessional boxing promotioroepany from the same locatiofihis left the puth

program withlittle chance of succeedingeventuallyresigned and moved on to help another associate set sipndar
boxing centebut not beforel experienced whalt considermy defining momerg.

One afternoon while at the center | heard a young boy (abouyd#rs old just go off on two otheolder boys that were
teasing him mercilessly. The young llogn went into this profanity laced tiradeondemninghisown mother,

when lheard the commotion | was likéWWHAT IS GOING QBlPwent out and grabbed the young boy by the arm
maybe harder than | shouldalig and told him to get in my officd!sat him down and scolded hifor talking bad about
his mother He stood up and broke down cryingllingd.  R2 y Qi 1O | iNDBy, @it @-KNma, | hate her,
4 KS QackhéadH@ ! & GKI G LR AYy (G LgoiljgdoBeiabld ta hasdk thig medhtorigiaddching gid: &

| told theyoungboy | waghrough withhisfoolishness.| said he was tgitin the officeand think about whahe said
andonly come outwhenhe was ready to apologizethen turned away fronim andleft him sobbing on the cazhall
by himself.
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When | got back out to the gym floor a couplieother boyscame over to telme howhismother was actually a local
crack addet andthat he always gets teased aboutitschool When | heard thisjust stood there spinnings though |
washit by a sledge hammerHere | am taking on the role of a mentor/coach and I just failed my firstestllhadleft
ayoung boy alonesobbing in my office with no one to console him or counsel Bitthat very moment coaching in this
sport | love took on a whole new meaning.

| ranback to my dfice to findhim sitting on the couclstill sobbing. | immediately dropped to my knee and did my best
not to breakdown as | tried to explain how unfair life can seem at times. To this day Irbakketreliving this
experiencel getvery emotig' £ 6 & L Qellingd&uabduk ity. Anywagfdm that point on | watched over

that boy as best | could left that center a short time later buthis eventled to dmy defining momerg and prompted

me to open my own center.

Sharla: Did you or do you have a mentor of your own?

Coach RayYes | did, my father was my mentor. My father instilled in me to work
hard for the things | want in life. Before lepened his own busines$ held down

many jobs. ld took whateverjob wasneeded to provide for our family. He worked
very hard and | am all that | am today because of hiatso have a hero that made

a huge impact on my life as well. His name is Muhammad Ali. What | especially like
about Muhammad Ali is that he is approachable and funny untile@yfighters

today. He truly loved the sport and made boxing fun and competitive.

Sharla: What did you learn from your father/mentor that is being modeled at
BCBA today?

Coach Rayin many waysar D.R.I.F.T
(Devotion, Respect, Integrity, Fairnes
and Temperancejouth programis
based ommy relationship with my father. My father demonstrated these
character traits before me as a child and now that | have the opportunity |
want to pay it forward on life at a time. There is the quote | like and is
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